
WATCHES

I AM NOT ASKING
FOR THE MOON?

LOOK! THERE’S
LEONARDO!

LEONARDO HAS DONE NOTHING
WRONG, BUT WHAT IS BOTHERING
HIM?  WHO IS HE RUNNING FROM?

THAT GUY IS
CRAZY…

IT’S NOT
TRUE!

DO YOU WANT SOMETHING?

(GULP)  ER, NO… 

BUT READ ON!
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HE IS QUITE A CHARACTER… HE’S OK.  ONCE HE 
HELPED ME FIX UP MY BIKE. 

WITH THIS BULB HORN YOU CAN    
MAKE A NOISE JUST LIKE 

A MOTORBIKE…  

BUT OTHER GUYS MAKE
FUN OF HIM… 

NO, I’M SURE HE ISN’T CRAZY; HE
COULD EVEN BE SMARTER THAN US:

HE IS AN INVENTOR, 
AFTER ALL.

HE MAY BE DIFFERENT, 
BUT HE IS CERTAINLY 

NO NUTCASE. WHY NOT?

AN INVENTOR?  
I DON’T BELIEVE 

YOU!
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BECAUSE FOR THAT
YOU HAVE TO BE AN

INTELLECTUAL.  

FOR INSTANCE THE MAN WHO INVENTED
ELECTRICITY… 

ENGINES… COMPUTERS… 

INVENTIONS COME IN ALL
SHAPES AND SIZES, FROM 

THE SIMPLEST TO THE 
MOST COMPLEX.  

INVENTORS ARE PEOPLE WHO REFLECT ON VARIOUS PROBLEMS AND 
WORK OUT TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS… 

IF THE SOLUTION IS A NEW ONE, 
IT IS AN INVENTION.

WOW!  JUST LOOK ANYWHERE, 
EVERYTHING HAS BEEN INVENTED!

THAT’S RIGHT, MANKIND OWES 
A LOT TO INVENTORS…

HEY, LOOK!  THOSE PEOPLE 
ARE CHASING LEONARDO!
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F L O W E R S

I KNOW THOSE GUYS!  
THEY’RE THIEVES!

WE HAVE TO HELP THE 
NUTCASE…

HE IS NOT A
NUTCASE!

WHAT CAN HE BE CARRYING 
IN THAT BOX?

I SUPPOSE IT’S AN INVENTION.  

THERE’S A FRIEND OF OURS WHO WILL KNOW
HOW TO PROTECT IT BETTER…

CHULI!  

I’M GOING TO CALL HER
RIGHT NOW!

CHULI, IT’S MARCO, LISTEN:  
I AM WITH BABI AND PING SONG, 
AND WE ARE FOLLOWING 
LEONARDO THE INVENTOR, 
BECAUSE HE’S BEING CHASED BY 
SOME THIEVES WHO SEEM TO BE 
AFTER HIS INVENTION, AND…
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WHERE ARE THEY? I’M QUITE NEAR THERE!  

IN CENTRAL 
AVENUE, CLOSE TO 
SUNSHINE SQUARE…

LEONARDO!  GET ON, QUICKLY!

@*#¢!
GRR!  GRRRR!  
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HA HA HA!  WHAT A
GREAT INVENTION THE    

SCOOTER IS!

SO WHAT ARE YOU 
LAUGHING AT, FATSO?   

GRR!  GRRRR!  

GULP!  

WHO, ME?  HEH, HEH…  I WAS JUST
TELLING MY FRIEND  A JOKE…  

ABOUT A PARROT THAT…

I KNOW WHERE CHULI AND
LEONARDO HAVE GONE…  LET’S   

GET A TAXI…

YAH! GO SHUT YOUR FACE! GRR!  GRRRR!  

LATER… LET’S GO TO THE 
PATENT OFFICE.

LOOK OUT!  WE KNOW 
THIS MAN!
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WHAT IS 
A PATENT?

IT’S A SORT OF CERTIFICATE
THAT THE STATE GIVES TO THE

OWNER OF AN INVENTION.  

THE PATENT GIVES HIM THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO EXPLOIT 

HIS INVENTION…

HERE WE ARE!

THE TERM OR LIFE OF A PATENT DEPENDS 
ON THE COUNTRY.  IT IS USUALLY 20 YEARS.

AND WHAT 
IF THE INVENTION IS NOT COMPLETELY NEW, BUT IMPROVES PART
OF ANOTHER ONE WHICH IS ALREADY KNOWN?

PPATENT OFFICE

THAT IS CALLED A UTILITY MODEL AND
IT QUALIFIES FOR PROTECTION  

AS WELL.

THERE IS A PROTECTION,
EVEN FOR THAT?

WELL, YES, PROVIDED THAT THE CHANGE
GIVES THE OBJECT A NEW 
USEFULNESS, ADVANTAGE OR EFFECT.

IN FACT THERE IS STILL ANOTHER KIND OF PROTECTION
FOR THE INDUSTRIAL DESIGN EMBODIED IN 

THE OBJECT.

SO THERE THE DESIGN IS 
THE MAIN THING!

PATENT

OFFICE
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BUT WHO HAS THE STRONGER RIGHT…  
THE ONE WHO MADE THE INVENTION FIRST 

OR THE FIRST ONE TO APPLY FOR THE PATENT?

IN MOST COUNTRIES THE ONE WHO APPLIES FOR
THE PATENT.  SO DO YOU SEE NOW HOW IMPOR-
TANT IT IS TO PATENT INVENTIONS WITHOUT

DELAY?

DO I  JUST! FILING A PATENT APPLI-
CATION IS IMPORTANT 
WITH A CAPITAL “I”.

SO I’VE STILL GOT TIME!

AND WHAT DOES AN INVENTION HAVE  
TO OFFER BEFORE IT QUALIFIES FOR 

A PATENT?

GENERALLY THERE ARE THREE  
REQUIREMENTS: NOVELTY, 
INVENTIVE STEP OR NON-OBVIOUSNESS 
AND INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY.

WHOA, NOT SO  
FAST, 

PLEASE.

NOVELTY MEANS   
THAT THE INVENTION  
MUST NOT BE KNOWN.
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INVENTIVE STEP MEANS THAT IT MUST NOT BE OBVIOUS TO PEOPLE WHO KNOW THE 
TECHNICAL FIELD CONCERNED.  

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY MEANS THE INVENTION MUST BE CAPA-
BLE OF BEING PRODUCED OR USED ON AN INDUSTRIAL SCALE.

CHULI… I THINK MY 
INVENTION MEETS THOSE

REQUIREMENTS…

AND WHAT 
COULD LEONARDO’S 

INVENTION BE? I DON’T
KNOW. 

IT HAS TO BE SOMETHING 
VERY USEFUL TO MANKIND.

IT HAS TO BE 
SOMETHING THAT’S 

WORTH A LOT OF MONEY!
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BY THE WAY, WHO DO THE RIGHTS   
BELONG TO, THE INVENTOR OR 

THE ONE WHO OWNS 
THE PATENT?

THE ONE WHO OWNS THE PATENT, AS THE 
INVENTOR MAY HAVE TRANSFERRED HIS RIGHTS.

SO THE RIGHTS CAN BE
TRANSFERRED?

OH YES, OF COURSE.  THE PATENT IS A TITLE 
THAT CAN BE EITHER SOLD OR ASSIGNED…

I’LL SHOW YOU MY 
INVENTION.

WHAT IS IT?  A
LAMP?

SORT OF. ACTUALLY IT’S A TRAP 
FOR CATCHING INSECTS.
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YOU KNOW, LEONARDO, YOUR
INVENTION WILL BE VERY USEFUL  

IN AGRICULTURE!

I WOULD LIKE THIS TO 
BE USEFUL TO PEOPLE…

PPATENT OFFICE

HERE WE ARE.

SO NOW I JUST DASH IN AND GRAB
THE INVENTION BEFORE IT 
IS PATENTED…

HERE, THANKS.

SAY, ER… LOOK HERE, 
I ’D LIKE TO GO ALONG 
WITH YOU ON THIS 
PATENTING JOB…

WAIT A MINUTE, THIS 
IS THE ONE WHO WAS 

FOLLOWING TO… 
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PATENT OFFICE

ENDEND

HEY, YOU GUYS!  LEONARDO HAS JUST FILED 
A PATENT APPLICATION FOR HIS INVENTION!

WELL DONE!

TELL ME, WHAT DID YOU WRITE DOWN WHEN
YOU STOPPED BY 

THAT GATE?

OH, NOTHING REALLY… 
I JUST THOUGHT THE
PADLOCK COULD BE 
COVERED UP… 

OH… THAT…

IT’S NOT A TEMPTATION
FOR THIEVES, AND IT

LOOKS NICER…

AND YOU CALL THAT
NOTHING? YOU 
CAN PATENT 
THAT TOO!

THAT TOO? 
BUT I’VE GOT NO
END OF IDEAS
LIKE THAT!

PATENTS NOT ONLY PROTECT YOUR INVENTIONS: 
THEY CAN EARN YOU PROFITS SO, 

YOU CREATIVE PEOPLE, START PATENTING!
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